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From the Chair  
 

From the hottest January on record for Sydney, with an average maximum temperature of 29.6°C, 

to the wettest March since 1975, we have certainly started the year with some extreme weather!  

With persistent rainfall comes an increased volume of storm water runoff, washing pollutants and 
litter, including plastics, into our waterways. With 80% of all marine pollution originating on land, 
threatening the long-term health and sustainability of our oceans and marine life, SCCG are 

consistently working to mitigate pollution and protect our coastal environment.  

SCCG has recently written a letter to the Premier of NSW, Gladys Berejiklian, calling for a state-
wide ban on single-use plastic bags, a pertinent issue considering that the majority of plastic bags 
end up in land fill and/or work their way into our oceans, where they impact on marine life through 
entanglement or ingestion which can be fatal. This has been listed as a key threatening process 
under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. We look forward to 

receiving a response from the Premier on this matter. 

It has been a very busy quarter for advocacy for SCCG. We have made a total of five submissions 
in addition to giving evidence at the Public Hearing to the Senate Environment and 

Communications References Committee regarding shark mitigation and deterrent measures. 

The Sydney Salty Communities Program has now been completed, with a successful, well received 
final event being held during February at Customs House.  But there is no rest for the dedicated 
with SCCG already starting work on a new grant project around Adapting Recreational 
Infrastructure for Climate Change, as well as forming a partnership with the Office of Environment 
and Heritage to develop a regional approach to Grey Headed Flying Fox management for the 

Greater Sydney region.  
 

Councillor Lynne Saville 
SCCG CHAIRPERSON 
 

The SCCG was established in 
1989 to promote coordination 
between Member Councils on 
environmental issues relating to 
sustainable management of the 
urban coastal environment.  
 
The SCCG currently consists of 
eleven Member Councils  adjacent 
to Sydney marine and estuarine  
environments and associated 
waterways, and represents nearly 
1.5 million Sydneysiders. 

COASTAL CURRENTS 

 

The Sydney Coastal Councils Group Quarterly Newsletter | Autumn Edition 2017| #83  

www.sydneycoastalcouncils.com.au  

                 PHOTO:  ANGELA VAN BOXTEL   

http://www.sydneycoastalcouncils.com.au


 2 

 

 
 
 

The Sydneyôs Salty Communities -Turning the Tide on Blue + Green carbon program, funded by the Australian Government, has now 
been completed. The program ended with a fantastic half-day forum at Customs House on the 23rd of February, celebrating the 
achievements of the projects.  Over a period of 3 ½ years the Salty program delivered an array of projects valued at over $2.7million, 
supporting the restoration and management of ecological salty communities. The program has been a huge success and has achieved 

outstanding results. 
 

For further information on the final outcomes of the program, there are individual reports and tools available including the: Literature 
Data and Practice Review; Climate-Ready Tool in partnership with CSIRO; Connected Corridors for Biodiversity online mapping; 
Backyard Habitat Programs Review in partnership with ARIES (Australian Research Institute for Environment and Sustainability); 
Mangroves and Saltmarsh Threat Analysis in partnership with University of Wollongong and Macquarie University. In addition 
factsheets have been published including: blue carbon, urban fox management, communicating about weeds, biodiversity and 

connectivity, the Climate-Ready Tool, and planning for adaptation. 
 

Information and project resources can be found on the Sydneyôs Salty Communities page of the SCCG website.  

The SCCG is continuing to work hard to maintain the legacy of the program and to enhance biodiversity throughout our Salty 

Communities.  

 

 

SCCG has developed the Emergency Management Health 
Check Tool to enable NSW councils to better review and  
assess their preparedness, planning capability, resilience and 
resourcing in emergency management. The Tool covers four 
areas including; i) managing risks; ii) planning for emergencies 
and disasters; iii) building capability to respond effectively; and 
iv) providing assurance of capability and capacity.  
 
 

The online Tool, and the resource toolkit can be accessed at  
www.emhealthcheck.com.au  
 

 

All NSW Councils are encouraged to utilise the website and 
complete the online health check tool. 
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